paghdad, Iraq. March 16, 1955, 
CNP NTIAT. 


pear Hurray: 


on #Yebruary 3rd i was laid low with a sovere attack 

of influenza with pneumonia complications whioh the doctor 
seems to have taken very seriously. The proof of the 
faot that I must have been rather 111 is thet I am really 

y just now commencing to feel mysclf again and even 50 
I em still taking some formidable kind of tonic. This 
aocounts for my not having fed you with political report- 
ing work recently. It has also held up a number of other 
things which required my more personal attention. 


I am gathering together my notes for the preparation 
of a general political report covering the recent parlia- 
mentary eleotions, politioal trends, and expected cabinet 
changes, eto., which report I hope to be able to send 
next week. In the meantime, however, 1 might tell you 
that it is fully expected thet within the next week or 
ten days there will be an important change in the com- 
position of the cabinet. It seems very likely that Yassin 
Pasha will become Prime Minister with Nuri Pasha a8 
Windister for ioreign Affairs, with Rustum Beg Haider a8 
Mingater of Finance, end with Naji Pashe al Suweidi, a 
former Prime Minister, holding some other portfolio. A 
cabinot including these men would be the strongest ever 
formed in Iraqe ‘There is some talk that possibly the 
yair zaid, a brother of the King, may become prime Minister 
instead of Yassin Pasha. It is generally known that the 
present cabinet 18 not sufficiently strong to oarry on 
the Government during the absenoe in Europe this summer 
of the King, whioh is the reason for the expected cabinet 
change very shortly. ven {f Yassin should be made prime 
Minister it is believed that it would be with his under- 
standing with the King that he would put 4 soft peddle 
on his opposition to the pngloe-Iraq Treaty e 


One other matter which I might mention to you now 
is that there is 6 likelihood of tho Iraq covernnoent 
annulling all of the bids for the Habbaniyah concession 


and 


Vallace S. Murray, Lsquire, 
Chief, Division of Near vasvern ;ffeirs, 
Pepartment of State, 
jashington, De Ce 
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d that a decision will be taken to cause the work 
< be carried out by 4 specially created depattment 

f the governnent with the assistance of engincers 
: joyed for the purpose. In other words it will 
be the Haifa harbor incident over again and vie would 
find the engincer of sone important imglish fira at the 
head of the new Iraq Department. He would be assisted 
py other engineers of his own firm ond all materials w 
auld widoubtedly be purchased in inglend as was the case 
of the Haifa harbor. whis of course is not ocortain but 
there is 4 strong possibility of it being 50. The in- 


forence is obvious. 


I'will write you next week more fully in reply to 
the recent letters I have had from you. 


with kindest regards, believe me, 


Yours sinoerely, 


we molulooh o seit ig 
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paghdod, Ireq. March 19, 1935. 
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In continuation of my letter of yesterday 4% is an- 
nounced this moming that 6 new cabinet was formed last 
night. It has come & few days earlier than I expooted 
as uri Pasha when intimating to me last wednesday the 
forthcoming changes gave the impression that it would be 
within, as he paid, two wooks. vhe new cabinet as now 
announced inoludes Rashid Ali Beg Gaileni, prine Minister; 
Nuri Pasha a8 said, Minister for foreign sAffal rs; Yassin 
pasha al Heshimi, Minister of iihanoe; and nustum Beg 
Haidar, Minister of Eoonomics and Communications. The 
new Pfime Minister has recently, and until last night, 
been the private Seoreteary to the King. Hie is Yassin 
pasha's politioal right-hoend men. From all ~ oan gather 
it 4s obvious that yassin Pasha is not yet ready to take 
over the responsibility of the head of the Government, 
but that he desires to dictate polioy through his ohief 
henchman Rashid Ali beg Geilanie I will telegraph at 
onoe the names of all of the new cabinet members. These 
nemes include, with those already mentioned, distinotly 
representative Tragians of greatest {nfluenoce. The 
new cabinet will not only be populerly received but it 
will also constitute one of the strongest which has ever 
been named in Iraq. It remains to be seen whether the 
jealousies between Yassin Pasha and Yuri Peshe will enable 
then to work for long in harmony but I believe that they 
will do so at least until after the King returns from his 
visit to Imgland next Autumn. I will report more fully 


in the matter next week. 
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yours sinoerely, 


Jallace S, Mfurray, wsquire, 
chief, Division of Near rastern Affairs, 
Department of state, 
vaphington, De Ge 


be 
be: 
ae 


v 
Ho. 93 ° wiplomatic Bachdad, iay 19, 1933 


imbject: snother Barzan Uprising. 


The lonorable 
The ceorctary of votate, 


wi shington. 


SB 

I have the honor to report that tho annual 
raiding parties of the barzanis have begun. «ith 
the surveillance of the barzan fugitives in Turkey 
relaxed and with the opening of the nountain passes 
betveon Iraq and ‘urkoy, soveral roiding parties 
entered Iraq at the very moment iurvliament was on@~ 
gaged in aiscussing the gronting of amnnosty to the 
Barzanis who took part in last year's uprising. the 
vepertment vay recall that the haikh of Jarzean and 


his follovers surrendered to the uurks in the summer 


of 1952 


J 
: 


SLI CCL Se a 


pated Oil ida vik 


alLdancnoal ad 
TO. Yrasutos.. ail 


elO TRS ice ao’. 


Met of Tomo ois avant 


Mo adt Go soli. wales 


OSalueue add lobe a ooxed 


fotevea youn? 


et ae ee . a eS 
Gi: ee" Se tere 


faomod yioy vii, 


Se 
tome 


tnd 
S8iT Luo. 


of 1932 following their flight before tho Iraq forces. 

On May 11, 1935, Lieutenant Colonol :..0, irascoti, 
pireotor General of the lraq solico, was on his way 
from idruz to -hirwan-a-iazin returning from an ins- 
peotion tour of tho new frontior police posts whioh wore 
established last fall. ‘che -ssistant Comiandant of 
" Folie of aqrah with a small detachment of men were on 
their way to thirwan-a-iazin from villeh, about 10 
miles distanoe, to report to Colonel iresoott. 
short distance from Lilleh he onoountered a raiding 
party of some fifty men whioh oponod fire. einforce- 
ments were sent for while all police posts in the 
vicinity were advised by telegraph in order that they 
might olose in upon the rebols and out off their 
rotreat, .. detachment of police whioh set out from 
thirwan-o-iazin encountered another raiding party of 
some sixty mon. In the exchange of shots a police 
inspector was killed. In both ongagements Lour (five) 
policemen wore killed and several wounded. ‘he number 
of rebel casualties has not yot been ascertained. 
although ol] .olico posts were on the look out for the 
two raiding parties they were successful in rotroating 
unobsorved and,it is assuned, they reorossed the 
frontier into iurkey. 

Yhe incident hus resulted in the sholving of 
amnesty bill und tho sending of c battalion of troops” 
to reinforce the police post at Jhirwaneariagine 


-irplangs of the iraq -ir -oree have beon despatoned 
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troubled croa in an ondeavor to locate uny other 
yaiding partios. 

wbile no more fighting has takon plaocs aovory 
precaution is peing taken to prevent enothor uprising 
this year. ‘the fall of a police post would be a 
crushing blow to the prestige of the Iraq Government renee 
partioularly so soon after the country has coquired | 


its independence. 

Only a perfunctory announocnent of the fighting 
was printed in the pross on iy 19th although the 
actual encounter with the rebels took place on hay 
llth, cir Kinahan Cornwallis, sdviser to the Linistry 
of Interior, kindly furnished the Legation with the 
foregoing details of the inoident. 

The Department will be kept informed of any 


furthor developments. 


Rospeoctfully yours » 


ie imubenshue. 


Me ko. 800 ie 
GVR/ jno. : 


Oopy to ... 1. C., Paris. 
Copy to Amcrican .mbassy, London. 
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ioe 101 - Diplomatic Baghdad, kay 26, 19355. 


Subject: émnesty Law for the Barzanis Fassed; 
Continued Disturbances in the liorth 


Reported. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of state, 


.ashing ton. 


Sirs 
I have the honor to report that tarliament 


passed an .mnesty Law affeoting thoss Barzanis who 


revolted against the Government and carried on armed 


hostilities between December 9, 1951 and the end of 


February 1935. ‘the pas:age of this Law was not 


postponed as was reported in my despatoh No. 95 of 


Lay 20, 1935; however, the provisions of the new Law 


definitely exclude the granting of amnesty to those 


Barzanis who took part in the recent hostilities in 


the north. 


It is believed that an carlier passage of this 


Law 


008 


law might have prevented the present activities of 


ottsnelgt: - 16 aE the Barzanis. JI am informed by vir «inahan Corn- 


ann et aere  qallis, Advisor to the linietry of Interior, that 


the Govornment was apprised months ago of the intention 
of the Barzanis exiled in Turkey to return to Irag in 
the spring. It 16 possible that the Barzanis, who have 
been eking out a living with difficulty in Turkey, would 
have returned peacefully to their lands had they known 
of the Government's intention to pardon then. 

I am informed that raids on towns and villages 
along the Iraq-Turkish border have continued inter- 
mittently but, aside from the policemen killed in the 
encounters reported in my despatoh No. 93 of May 20, 1955, 
no additional oasualtiss have been reported. a battalion 


eliderconroi edt 
efuen : of troops, armed cars and several airplanes have left 


hie : Ay <<, 
20. Yras oto rn | Baghdad tor the troubled area. lo encounters betweon 


eo anetanide x. the rebel forces and the iraq army have so far been 
reported. 


we tomon oft ovo The Department will be kept informd of further 


Joprts -« al Yraonm. on bexang developments. 
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Oabeesq ail weil wyoridls f 
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gnolosure lio. 1 to despatch - Diplomatic - lio. 101 
dated Lay 26, 1933, from the .morican Legation at 


Baghdad. 


AMANWOTY FORK Tis Baka.hlo 
Lavi NUe 15 of 1935. 


ie, KING of IRay, 


vith the concurrence of the wenate and the 
Chamber of Deputies, order the enactment of the 


following Law: 


Artiole 1. ~ His Lajesty the King may grant general 
amnesty to the Barzanis who have deolared disobedience 
and revolted against the Irag State and have oarried 
on armed hostilities against it betwecn Dooember 9, 
1931 and ond of February, 1933, with the exception 

of Khalil Khoshoy only, and the Government may ordor 
any person to reside in any other place in Iraq 

should his removal from his own distriot be considered 


necessary. 


This amnesty shall not cover the crimes 
st the people, nor the personal rights 
Artiole 1. 


Artiole 2. 


committed again 
resulting from the orimes mentioned in 


This “av; shall come into foroe from the 


Artiole 3” 
{oial Gazette. 


date of its publication in the Off 


Articole 4.- The Ministers of Interior and Justioe are 


charged with the execution of this Law. 


Made at Baghdad this sighteenth day of huharran, 
1352 and the 15th Day of Lay, 1955. 


Padouwb 
Rashid ali Hikmet <ulaiman Kohamed dak1 
Prime kinister Kinister of Interior Parrpiel of 
ustice.e 
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yo. 105 - Diplomatic. Baghdad, May 31, 1933. 


Subjeot: King Faisal Pardons Fralih Beg as Sa'dun, 
convicted hturderer of abdullah Beg al 
Sana. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State 


Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's des- 
patches Nos. 103 and 131, dated January 15 and February 
12, 1932 respectively, regarding the commutation of the 
death sentence passed on Abdullah Yalih Beg as Sa! dun 
for the murder of Abdullah Beg al Sana, fomer pireotor 
General of the Ministry of Interior, and to report that 
His Majesty King Faisal issued a Royal Irada on May 19, 


1953 granting #alih Beg a complete pardon. 
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The King's action did not greatly surprise those 
who have followed the oase. Since the day I'slih Beg 
began to serve his sentence, commuted from death to 
fifteen years on the grounds that the motive was purely 
tribal, members of the Sa'tdun family, influential 
shaikhs and other tribal sympathizers have deluged the 
King with petitions for Sa'dun's pardon. at first open 
threats of tribal risings were used, but during the past 
year more rational pleas have been made, although there 
was no appreoieble diminution in the efforts to secure 
the release of the condemned man. (Yor tribal viewpoint 
with regard to the murder of Abdullah Beg al Sana see 
diplomatio despatoh No. 216 of May 31, 19352). 

on the same day that the statue of His Majesty was 
unveiled, May 20th and the King's birthday, a smaller 
one was unveiled of Sir Abdul Muhsin Beg as Sa'dun, the 
cousin of Falih Beg, as reported in my diplomatic des- 
patoh No. 95 of May 22, 19355. Having apparently decided 
to eventually release sa'dun, the King doubtless thought 
it fitting that the pardon should coinoide with the oom- 
memoration of his "illustrious" former prime Minister 
and relative of the prisoner. coinoiding also with the 
wnveiling of his statue and with his birthday celebra- 
tion, the pardon undoubtedly received more attention 
and the King's clemency was the more applauded. 

ihile certain people consider that pardoning sa'dun 
has reestablished the King in the good graces of most of 


the important tribesmen who are numerous and powerful 


enough 
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enough to have caused serious internal disturbances, 
others, inoluding some of the Government officials 
lament what they consider was 4 distinot sign of weak- 
ness on the part of the King. They fear that in thus 
acceding to the demands of the tribal chiefs he has 
permanently weakened his authority over them, which 
was built up at suoh a cost, and furthermore, that 
pardoning 3a'dun for an admitted murder in 001d blood 
because he happens to be a@ tribesman not only estab- 
lishes a bad precedent for the enforcement of oivil 
law and order, but 1% will mark the beginning of ad= 
ditional orimes by any tribesmen who may imagine their 
family honor has been touched. 

One result has quite naturally been renewed agi- 
tation on the part of the oity dwellers to have the 
tribal lews abolished in order to eliminate the dis~ 
orimination now practioed in favor of tribesmen. 
Business and professional men of Baghdad and other 
cities «= the intelligentsia of the Kingdom -- olamor 
through their legislators for abolition of the unjust 
laws which disoriminate betweon urban and rural dwell- 
ers, maintaining that, a5 all are Iraqis, all should 
be equal under the lew. ‘fo the occidental the juste 
ness of that stand seems unassailable. put after more 
deliberation anyone experienced in Hastern affairs 
might find sounder reasons for believing that the 
King's action has been altogether the wisest oourse 


to pursue. it has been my experience in the Near and 
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yiddle Hast that attempts at modernizing and ocivilizing 
reform have usually been pushed too rapidly. Many out- 
preaks and muoh civil strife might have been averted 

if tribal and olannish peoples in this part of the world 
had not been forced to make too sudden changes in their 
modes of life, oustoms and allegiances. Yor that reason 
it is believed that the King has followed a shrewd mid- 
dle course in dealing with the Sa'dun family, neither 
allowing the exeoution of the death sentence, in opposi- 
tion to the tribal laws, nor yet granting pardon at 

once to the offender against more enlightened oivio 

moral codes, but rather partially satisfying civil jus- 
tice through having the condemned man serve sone eighteen 
months in prison, and satisfying tribesmen at the sane 


time through eventually granting the pardon. Had the 


King pardoned Falih Beg at once it might have appeared 


that he was intimidated by the tribal threats. But 
having waited until the threats became petitions and 
then supplications, conceding a little by commuting the 
sentence from time to time, it is not believed that his 


prestige has suffered. At the same time, the reluctance 
with wiioh the King aoted will undoubtedly be inter- 
preted by the tribesmen as an indication that he will 
not be so lenient in the future and consequently his 
action will serve as an important step in the gradual 
education of the tribesmen in the adjustment of their 


Code of conduct. 


The fact should not be overlooked that the Ving, 


who is still somewhat oonsidered by many Iraqis as an 


"imposé" 
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ninpose", has not yet won over the complete loyal sup- 


port of the entire population inoluding many of the 


tribes. 
attempt %o revolutionize too soon the feudal standards 


put even so it would be unwise for him to 


and oustoms of his tribal subjeots. There is every 


justification for adopting two standards for oity dwell- 


ers and tribesmen. The former have had educational 


advantages, and the benefit of contact with western 
customs end standards, which they are adopting and oon- 


sequently they may reasonably be expected to abide by 


the corresponding legal codes. The tribesmen not having 


enjoyed those advantages still follow in good fai th the 
primitive feudal codes built up by their ancestors over 
a period of oenturies. while it is desirable eventually 
to bring the tribesmen in line with the oity dwellers 


in respeot to more civilized legal codes, the transition 


should not be too rapid. 
The King has undoubtedly considered the broader 


aspeots of the ca'dun affair and pardon of the oondemned 


men will very likely prove to be an important factor in 
his efforts to win over the loyal support of his still 


hesitant tribesmen. 


Respectfully yours, 


p. Knabenshue. 
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yo. 118 - Diplomatio. Baghdad, June 10, 1933. 


gubjeot: Iraqi Author J ailed for Arousing Active 
Religious Resentment. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


The Honorable 
The Seoretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sirs 


I:have the honor to report that Abdul Razzaq al 
Hassan, former editor of the AL AHD newspaper, organ 
of Nuri Pasha's party, was arrested on June 4th on the 
charge of arousing high religious feeling and creating 
serious active resentment liable to lead to publics 
disturbances through writing end publishing 4 small 
pamphlet entitled "arab Nationalism in the scale". 

His monograph is reported to reveol certain historical 


facts not complimentary to the Shieh faith and in 


general 
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general to expose the frailties of that branch of the 
yohemmadan religion, showing how the faith is supported 
py ignorance. As the police immediately oonfisoated 
all available copies of the booklet and no one is known 
who possesses & COPY, none can be forwarded at this 
time to the Department, but an effort will be made to 
gecure One. 

| Upon loud clamoring by substantial numbers of the 
outraged Shiahs the offending author aas hailed before the 
magistrate on June 4th on the charge of inoiting public 
mrest. He was remanded for trial on June 6th - two days 
being allowed to obtain legal assistance ~ and at first 
allowed bail. That order was quiokly danged however, to 
remand in custody. Regardless of the authors arrest, 
popular indignation was sweeping like prairie fire through 
ghieh ranks in Baghdad, Kerbala, Najaf and the lower 
Euphrates valley. The Government was bombarded by letters 
and telegrams couched in strong terms appealing and de- 
manding that the insult to the faith be avenged by the 
mst drastio punishment. 


The next day, the Sth, the bazaars and the main 


streets near the Garai began to be filled with a seething 


swarm of the more excitable shiahs, fiercely demen ding 


the life of the infidel who hed maliciously attacked the 


honor of all true followers of Hussein. lhany shops 


closed in sympathy and others, partioularly those of 


Jews, were foroibly olosed by the rioters. It was also 


unfortunate that the out break coinoided with 4 Shieh 


religious festival beginning the 6th, whioh of oourse 


intensified 
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intensified religious renentment. ‘i.e famous Shiah 
shrines at ~hadhamain, Kerbale and Najaf were closed 
for one day in protest, and ali the while the temper 
of the protesting Shiahs filling the streets was 
mounting to the danger marke 

Acoording to one report 4 delegation of sShiahs 
hastened to the Palace to inform H. R. H. the pfmir 
ghazi, now Regent in his father's absence, who at 
onoe ordered Hassan to be {mmediately rearrested and 
tried without delay. However, the legal advisor to 
the British kmbassy who was consulted by Iraq offi-~ 
ofals at once on the matter, informed me that Hassan's 
re-arrest was ordered at the instance of the pritish 
adviser to the Ninistry of Justice, who saw the mob 
from his offioe window, and ascertaining the cause of 
the disturbanoe, which was rapidly reaching riot pro- 
portions, hastily advised the senior British judge 
having jurisdi3tion to cause Hassants inmediate re- 
arraignment before the Magistrate for trial in order 
to avert what might develop into a serious religious 
uprising. 

The unfortunate author was produced and charged 
with violating Seotion 89 revised, of the Baghdad 
Penal code, whioh reads as follows: 


“whoever by printing, or causing to 
be printed or published any newspaper, 
book or other printed matter, or py any 
means of publication mentioned in seotion 
78 seeks to exoite feelings of hostility 
or contempt against one or more classes 
of persons in such a way as to endanger 
the public peace shall be punished with 
imprisonment not exceeding two years or 
with rine not exceeding 100 ‘‘urkish 
pounds (approximately 100 dinars) or with 
both suoh punishments. 
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" oe,eeeeeeturther the printed matter 
shall be confiscated and the printing 
house shall be liable to be olosed whether 
temporarily or permanently according to 
the gravity of the offence, and, whenever 
the editor or manager or other person respon- 
gible for the publication of a newspaper 
or periodical is convicted of an offense 
falling under this ohapter or the preceding 
ohapter the judgment may order the SUB 
pension of the newspaper or periodical for 
a period not exceeding one year." 


The two days allowed the acoused to obtain legal 


counsel were apparently of no avail as no attorney 


could be found with sufficient courage - Or as some 


termed it foolhardiness - to defend the acoused. Gon-~ 


sequently, the Magistrate, after hearing the evidence 


and the author's defense, passed sentence forthwith 


aprisonnent and fifty dinars 
4x months 


of four months rigorous i 


fine, with the further penalty of another 58 


rigorous imprisonment in the event the fine was not 


The Court also ordered that 
As the fine 


irnmediately forthooming. 


all copies of the book be confiscated. 


has not been paid it seems evident that Hassan will 


have to serve ten months, although many thought that 


gunni frionds, followers of Nuri pasha, would pay the 


fine at onoe. 


It is understood that opinio 
toward the belicf that the 


n among Sunnis, 


Christians and Jews tends 
through the courts to jail 


o defend 


author was "railroaded" 


without having been given any opportunity © 


himself, merely to appease the angry mob whioh the 


police feared to quell without giving it some satis- 


faction. ‘they oite Hassan's ignored defense thet 


everything 
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everything written in his booklet is based on histori- 


cal fact. 
author's publication has 


and on that ground alone 


However, British officials agree that the 


definitely violated the law, 
his sentence is justified. 


ghere oan be no doubt about the work having incited a 


large number of people to make a threatening public 


demonstration, and had it not been for the quiok ac- 


tion on the part of the British adviser, serious oon- 


sequences might have res 
temper of the mob. A8 i 
ed police were finally o 


edly oharging sections o 


ulted from the almost fanatical 
t was, about one hundred mount- 
alled out and only after repeat- 
f the mob bent on damaging 


property were they finally able to disperse the rioters. 


It is hoped that the case will not be appealed by 


either the acoused or the proseoution. 


the incident will soon be forgotten, but 


tend to re-srouse Shiah 


Without appeal 
an appeal might 


feeling causing demonstrations 


accompanied by acts of violence. 


The political significance of the affair lies in 


the fact that the Shiah 


beginning of the development of 


country, been highly dissa 
allowed them by their sunni co- 


in the government 


religionists who have been and still are 


the government. In spi 


are very oonsiderably 1 
Shiah 
single/Mutasarri 


about three .aimmaqams. 


f throughout the whole country & 


lloslems of Iraq have, sinoe the 


self government in the 
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ghieh employees in the government then Christians and 
Jews, who are Very muoh in the minority. 

It is said that Shieh dissatisfaction is steadily 
jnoreas ing and that they are about to commence the 
publication of a newspaper to serve as their politi- 
oal organ and to organize a Shieh Club also for the 
purpOse of promoting their political aims. 

While the agitation which took place in oonse- 
quence of the publication of the above-mentioned book, 
was largely due to religious fanatioisn, it was also 
aggravated by politioal considerations, inasmuoh as 
the shishs interpreted the book as 4 Sunni attack upon 
them in order further to disoredit them. 

It is evident that Shiah susceptibilities render 


them easily aroused and that by being played upon by 


unsorupulous politioians they could be used as the 


oh to launch political unrest or even 
a as not 


vehiole upon whi 
upheavad, a situation which may be consi dere 


entirely unlikely. 


Respeotfully yours, 


Pr. Knabonshue. 
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Copy to; 


Amerioan Embassy, London. 
Ywo oopies to E. I- CO, paris. 
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Stadt bien at 37 yo. 183 - Dipioms Baghdad, June 21, 1933. 

, Subject: King Faisal's Passage Through Trans~ 
Jordan and Palestine --- Political 
Ebullitions, 
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I have the honor to refer to my diplomatic des- 
patoh No. 90 dated May 16, 1933, file No. 050, report- 
ing the departure of King Faisal for Europe and to 
infom the Department that according to the Baghdad 
press his passage through q@rans-Jordan end Palestine 


seems to have given rise to political ebullitions with 


regard to Arab aspirations, which, now that they have 


ee 
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been openly expressed, might inspi 
important developments in Syria, Palestine, and Trans- 


Jordan, 
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on learning of the expected journey of King Faisal 
to the Mediterranean, and thenoe to fnglond via Egypt, 
many syrian Nationalists, younger mon of southern Syria 
and Damasous, immediately renewed the apieation for 
relief against ¥rench domination, and ciroulated o peti- 
tion addressed to His Majesty asking him to lead Syrian 
Arabs out of their oppression, or at least to intercede 
with the Frenoh Government in their behalf. then it was 
announced that the King would not pass through syria a 
delegation was selected to journey to Amman to present 
the petition. (See my despatoh No. 106 of June 1, 19383, 
file No. 800). It is reported that about 150 passports 
have been issued in Damascus for journey to Amman, and 
that some 40 petitions have been signed by prominent 
merchents, professional men, municipal offioials, chamber 
of commerve and administrative oounoil heads, poth from 
interior and littoral districts. 

At the same time another delegation, organized by 
Arab Young men's conference of Jaffa, and reported to 
represent many of the influential Arabs of palestine, 
set out for Amman with a similar petition to His Majesty 
asking him to interoed with the British Government in 
their interests. ‘Thesr complaint is immigration re- 
strictions and sale of lends to non-Arabs. 

King Faisal received the deputations at the Palace 
of his brother, Emir Abdullah, and as they were appar~ 
‘ently not entirely unexpected the King gave them his 
full attention, and responded to the petitioners as 


seriously and as tactfully as the occasions warranted. 
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fo the palestine delegation His Hajesty replied 


that they should not allow the disease of dissension 


to enter their homes during their struggle with "their 


strongest eneny", but that if they were sincere in 


their demands, he in his capacity as an Arab (leader) 
yould promise to do all in his power to assist then. 
He likened Palestine to a besieged fort which reliev- 
ing forces cannot reach, but one whioh would never 


gurrender. He maintained that palestine shall always 


pemain Arab end that affairs of zionism constitute 4 


simple historical event that will pass with time. 


King Faisal replied to the Syrian delegation that 


he would not fail to take advantage of any opportunity 


to treat with Syrian affairs in an endeavor to help 


lems, and that he hoped suoh an 
He thanked 


them solve their prob 


opportwmity might present itself shortly. 


the Syriens for their expression of confidence in hin 


and told them that he would not hesitate to come to 
anoe in so far as his oondition and oire- 


He admonished them to be of 


their assist 


oumstances would pormit. 


stout courage and pointed out that the many stages 


through which Iraq hes passed in ite regeneration have 


given proof to the world of the proparedness of the 


Arab peoples. 
The King's Ministers and advisers acco 
en at Amman who 


mpanying 


him were besieged by eager newspaper m 


pressed them with all manner of questions: tyhat is 


King's visit to Europe? will he 
preaty of Alliance? 


the purpose of the 
initiate revision of the snglo-Ireq 
will 
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nyill he disouss Palestine politicos with pritish authori- 
ties? Will he visit Paris ond discuss syrian domands with 
the yrenoh Government? What is the purpose of Ex-King 
Ali(s visit to Europe?" ‘they were so insistent that mmir 
Abdulleh had to xemind the reporters that the Iraqis were 
his guests and not to be molested. 

Although no definite program or action was initiated 
by the presentation of the petitions and King Faisal's 
replies, serious observers are wondering whether the 
political pot whioh has long been simmering under the 
114 of western domination might not soon be brought to 
the boiling point and the lid blow off by the steam of 
Arab nationalism engendered by the added flame of finding 
a new and powerful leader. hile the King has not de- 
olared himself the public and press of Syria, Palestine, 
frans-Jordan, and Iraq are busily bandying about four 
definite rumors: 

l. That King laisal will not be eleoted 

King of Syria in addition to reigning 
in Iraq} 

2. Thot Trans-Jordan may be annexed to 

Iraq and King Faisal proclaimed King 
of the united territory; — 


3. That ux-King Ali may be proclaimed 
King of Syria; 


4. ‘hat emir ..bdullah of Trans-Jordan may 
be proclained King of Palestine. 


It is believed that these rumors, however fantas- 
tio, express the fervent hopes of a good many Arabs in 
all four countries, but whether any important develop- 
ments will take place in the near future as the result 


of the politioal ebullitions arising from King Faisal's 


passage 
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passage, oan only be oconjeotured. 
seem that there will have to be further organization 
of the Arab peoples in the three countries conoernad, 
before anything concrete can be accomplished by then, 


aside from ineffeotual spasmodio political disturbancos. 


- 5 « 


Respectfully yours, 


Pp. Knabenshue e 


Fal No. 800, 
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Vopy to; 
Amerioan Embassy, London. 
Amerioan Consulate Gencral, Beirut. 
Amerioan Consulate General, Jerusalen. 
Ee. I. Co, Paris. 
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No. 145 - Diplomatic. Baghdad, July 27, 1955. 
Subject: King Faisal in London - Loan Prospects. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to refer to the Legation's 
despatoh No. 125 of June 26, 1935 regarding Ming 
Faisal's visit to England, and to report that ac- 
cording to press reports he seems to be experiencing 
difficulty in obtaining a loan for the Iraq Govern- 
ment. ‘The local press has reprinted british edito- 
rial remarks to the effect that King Faisal has 
prolonged his visit in England in order to obtain 


financial assistance not only for the constmction 


of the 
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of the Baghdad-Haifa Railway but also, it is rumored, 
for the building of a small fleet, the foundation of 
which will be two armed sloops for survey work ond 
two light monitors for river patrol. No doubt the 
acquisition of new gunboats by Persia has stimulated 
the King's desire for some kind of navy although thus 
far the Governmont has not officially oonsidored the 
establishmont of a naval force, The varias articles 
take advantage of the King's reported search for 
finanoiol backing to point out that of course British 
bankers and the British Government will not be inter- 
ested in sinking more money in Iraq unless certain 
concessions or at least preferential treatment is af- 
forded British intorests in that country. Asa 
specific example, one of the British editorials ap- 
pearing in the local press inveighed against the 
recent large purchases of Japanese cloth by the Iraq 
army, It pointed out that Manchester firms had for 
years supplied khaki and other oloth to the Iraq 
Government and that the recont loss of a contract for 
80,000 meters of khaki drill and 5,000 metors of cord, 
which was given to Japan, was a serious blow to them 
and established a grave precedent which should un- 
doubtedly affect the willingness of British financiers 
to back further Iraqi developmont projects, ‘The ar- 
tiole concluded with: 

"While the Iraq mission is here (London) 
our Government must ask for and insist upon 
reciprocity and fair treatment. Japan must 
not be allowed to walk away with the fruits 
of all the lives, labor, ond moncy which 


have been devoted to the building of Iraq 
on a solid foundation". 
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Tho Iraq Govornmont replied in the press that 
4t is bound by its international obligations to 
follow the policy of tho open door, that the con- 
traot for Japanese ocloth was given to a local mer- 
chant who submitted the lowest bid to the Government 
and who was at liberty to supply the specified cloth 
at the price agreed upon from any country of origin, 
and that therefore there was no question of discrimi- 
nation nor of Iraq's intention not to fulfill its 
undertakings with Great Britain. 

King Faisal, who for a month was lionized by 
London society, also assured the British public 
through various interviews that he hopes to strengthen 
Angloe-Iraqi relations, and to continue to benefit by 
the advice and assistance of Great Britain in carrying 
out his development sohemes in Iraq. He spoke of 
great possibilitics for developing Iraq's mineral and 
agricultural resources with special reforence to Ir- 
rigation schemes and transportation and expressed his 
belief that they could be realized so much more rapid- 
ly with British financial assistance. He also men- 
tioned that the projected Baghdad-Haifa Railway (see 
strictly confidential despatch - Diplomatic - No. 92 
of May 18, 1933, filo No. 877) was one of his prin- 
cipal interests ond a means of bringing Iraq in 
closer touch with thc Mediterranean, and that inci- 
dentally it would provide a second and elternative 


route for Britain to the Far East, making the Suez 


Canal 
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1088 indispensable, He admitted, however, that his 
Government is not yet convinced whethor it is better 
to construct the railway or a good motor road to the 
fediterranean but scemed confident that the railway 
project would be chosen, vhether or not a motor high- 
way wore built later on. 

Recent information regarding His Majesty's suc- 
cess in interesting British capital in financing the 
proposed railway, the Habbaniyah and Gharraf irri- 
gation schemes, Tigris river bridges and the new 
navy, concern only the first mentioned, aAcoording 
to one London newspaper an agreement was signed con- 
cerning the railway construction. No mention was 
made of the manner in which it is to be financed, 
nor regarding whether the agreement was reached with 
British bankers or with the British government. 
Presumably it is a tentative agreement pending ap~ 
proval of the Iraq Government, upon which the 
financial assistance will be forthooming. Subse- 
quent items in the local press, however, deny 
categorically that any agreement has been signed in 
London, and that statement is believed correct in 
local circles. Vossibly some agreement was signed 
to the effect that the railway construction should 
be undertaken, but it is probable that no financial 
arroangemonts have yot beon made. 

Nor has any success been reported in obtaining 
loans for the other developments. It 1s understood 


that British capitalists are becoming skeptical 


regarding 
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regarding the future of british trade and influence 
in Irag. Moreover, their Governmont is reported to 
be vory desirous of avoiding the needless expense 

of moving its air base away from Hinaidi to Dhibban, 
in acoordance with the Treaty of Alliance, ani that 
factor will doubtless color any consideration of ex= 
tending financial aid to Iraq. (See my strictly 
confidential despatoh - Diplomatic - No. 121 of June 
19, 1933, file No. 824.5). In this latter connection 
I have since gleamed further information from officers 
of the Royal Air Foroe indicating that there is a 
growing belief among them that the air base will re- 
main at Hinaidi and not be moved to the proposed new 
site, 

With the present increasing agitation in Parlie- 
ment toward breaking away from British influence King 
Faisal will most oertainly have his hands full upon 
his return in convincing opposition members of his 
Government that it is in the best interest of the 
country to maintain the Anglo-Iraqi ‘'reaty of Alliance, 
to allow the British air base to romain at HNinaidi 
and to give British firms every opportunity to supply 
goods and expert personnel to the Government in ex- 
change for financial assistance in carrying out 
national development plans. ihile he has not made 
specific promises thus far, the british press infers 
Clearly that he will find it difficult to score 
British capital without definite assurances that the 


anti-British movement will cease. 


Moreover, 


t+. TOVOR TON 


to avoulsob YTeV ou 


rtp edi pnivor to 


pegdtddiw oonshicoos ul 


aa Lotomsnid el ose 


awit 293 FG 


Bog ILtw frertoveois stp bpd a LTTE 


Moroover, although the press has naturally not 
oriticized the King's Journey to England, nor has 
there been heard much unfavorable comment in public, 
at the same time it is apparent that those few of 
the populoce that take any intorest in intermational 
affairs of the Govornment are politely indifferent 
with regard to the King's visit. Some feol that it 
has occasioned a needless expense, while others re- 
gard it as a monaroh{s prerogative to have a vacation, 
and travel. At least there is no ory of favoritism 
because the opposition leader Yassin Pasha was ine 
cluded in the entourage, ond his followers are said 
to be satisfied that as long as he goes to London 
there must be some need for it, and some benefit may 
derive to the country. «At any rate there is definitely 
no looal enthusiasm over the possible success of the 
state visit. There is rather even a little apprehen= 
sion in some quarters that internal dissatisfaction 
may follow the strengthening of the ties that bind Iraq to 
Great Britain to the detriment of its professed orusade 
for complete independence. It will be diffioult to 
ascertain the public's sentiment concerning the King's 
junket until the political leaders have returned to 
Baghdad and have announced to their public what its 
opinion will be. 


Respectfully yours, 


P,. Knabenshue. 


File No. 800/851. 
LNH/skl. 


Copy to Amcrican :mbassy, London. 
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yo. 147 - Diplomatic Raghdad, Tuly ed, 1903. 
subject: protests Aguinst Hook “intitled; 
"rhe Shiahs"; guspeoted Foreign 
Influence; Suspension of Two Papers. 


WN ta bey (ete oN ~~) 
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The jionorable 
The Seoretary of State, 


Jashington. 


Sir; 

I have the honor to refer to my despatch io. 118 
dated June 10, 1905, and to report that a shiah author, 
Abdul 3aid ituhamaed ijussain as jadiq, apparently in 
retaliation for the attack on the whiahs in the recent 
publication "arab HNationaliam in the scale", has 


written a book entitled "The shiahs" in which he 


raises many controversial issues whioh have already 


aroused some of the nore sensitive junnis. While 


has developed from the publication 


nothing more serious 


than 


nogeecsud 


Aptias {ptetoverssu., 
t8ito Oxeu Ey ‘ic 


Loveb SAN arabes: 


than a delegation of Ulanas oslling on the prime 
'tiniater to express their indignation, leading 
articles in the vernacular press (/1l-tstiklal and 
Aleikha al-jjatani) subsequent to the sppeurance of 
the book attribute the rooent ‘shiah-gunni agitation 
and the Assyrian troubles to forcign (British) in-~ 
fluence. 

After many platitudinous paragraphs expressing 
poatisfaction at the Government's aotion in subduing 
the Assyrian uprising (such comacndations by the 
press have been rather premature as proved by con- 
tinued disturtbanoes in the north), ono paper remarks 
that while the Iraqi doputation headed by Yassin Pasha, 
the great leader of the "ation, is negotiating with 
the British Government for the realization of the 
country's aspirations, a forcign olement is intiigat- 
ing the bad feeling between the Shiahs and Sunnis. 
Such agitation, the urtiole continued, skillfully 
manipulated by this foreign power is aimed at 
destroying the country's unity so that the Traqi 
plenipotentiarics will not be so insistent in their 
demands with the fritish. 

Another paper stated that when it appeared that 
the Governmont could handle the Assyrian question, 
the instigators prococdued to utir up 111-feeling 
between the shiahs and .unniis. ‘the question is asked 
Whether the people believe that these events are 
coincidental, particularly at a time when the politioal 
Jouders of tho country are absent in “unglend striving 


for the welvare of Iraq. ‘he articles, with a 


warning 
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warning to the publio to disregard all intriguos, 
end with an invocation that the people unite and 
work jointly for the comnon interest of the country. 
On July 26th, “Al-Ahrar" and "jle-[stiklal", 
ghish and sunni papers respectively, were suspended 
for one month as a result of impassioned attacks 
on each other over religious questions, The council 
of }finisters is reported to have passed the suspen- 
sion rosolution unwillingly and only because it 
fearod that continued discussion of controversial 
religious questions might arouse publio feeling to 
the point where the peace of the country would be 


threatened. 


Respectrully yours, 


7, PLnubenshue. 


File yo. 800/891 
avr/ jno. 


Copy to amorioan imbasyy, London. 
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Ho, 163 - Diplomatio poghdad, ,ugust 21, 1935. 
gubject: Anglo-Iraq jtrained :6lations. 
CONFIDENTIAL « 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


I heve the honor to refer to my telegran of 
August 16th 10 p.:i. wherein I reported that the 
outstanding feature of the situation in Iraq at 
that time was the strained relations between the 
British and Iraqis. In my tclegram of August 1bth 
6 peue, I amplified this theme indicating that 
tiportant if not serious consequences would un- 
doubtedly rssult tuerefrom. 1 wlll endeavor to 
explain the situation as briefly as possible. 

AS the oevartiuent 1. eware, for severul years 
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pefore Iraq finally cained its independence on 
Qotober 4, 19452, the Iraqis chafed under pritish 

rule and constantly agitated for independence. wvhe 
celebrations attending the entrance of Iraq us a 
meniber of the League of Nations had hardly subsided 
before the Iraqis commenced to olamour for a revision 
of the Anglo-Iraq treaty claiming that the British 
thereby still maintained a strangle hold on the coun- 
try. At the same time a conoerted movement was com- 
menoed to free the country from British advisers and 
other officials within loss than a year of their 
independenoe. The Iraq Covernmont has removed numer- 
ous British offioials from office and the process of 
doing so is a continuing policy. pritish officials 
have complained to me during the past year that not 


only have they been shorn of all authority but that 


their advioe is being sought 
At the same time there 
ganda oerried out caloulated 


that the pritish have already 


and followed less and less. 
has bean a subtle propa- 
to make the public believe 


commenoed intrigue to 


keep the country in a state of unrest such as to make 
necessary a continuance of British dominance in Iraqe 
For instance ono of the recent rumors is to tho effeot 
that ‘the famous meeting between the jssyrian leaders 
and Government representatives at ;fosul on July .v. 

in consequence of which it seemed that the Assyrians 
had agreed to cooperate with the Government in the 
Matter of the peaceful settlement of the Assyrians, 
the british, desiring to keep contention alive, 
incited the recent migration und supplied further 
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arme and armauniticn to tle jssyrians. ‘he Iraq 
government, it is suid, captured several trucks load- 
ed with suoh munitions which it is claimed were sent 
via Syria to northern Iraq. JI personally believe 
this to be a fantastio fabrication. 

It ig also runored that the fpritish and the 
French are intriguing to bring about the separation 
of northern Iraq with an autonimous government under 
foreign administration in order to take control of 
the ofl and pipe line area out of the hands of the 
traqie, and in order to ensure publio security in 
respeot to the Kurds and the Assyrians. 

Whether it was in oonsequence of such specific 
rumors or whether it was simply a culmination of a 
growing tendenoy, the fact remains that with the 
outbreak of the present Assyrian situation the Iraq 
Government definitely set aside the British and took 
matters entirely in their own hands. As reported in 
my telegram of August 16th 10 pom. the pritish charge 
dtaffairs told me that the Iraq Government would 
neither liston to the advice of the pritish advisers 
nor keep them informed as to What Was going on, and 
that they were in fuot putting every obstacle in the 
way of their seouring suoh information. 

_he British Charge dtaffairs also oonfirmed 
my previous surnise that the King, upon the eve of 
his departure tor Iraq, promised to carry out certain 


British defined policies upon his arrival here. fut 


upon 


Biae ob gh poe oi eyan 
"enodd Leu Geua ltbe ba 
moi CF RENO et 


jétent cos eo Cf shilé 


gnlugiugat er. Jone, 


tlw putt trodssou to 


f “fond oti eo eoare 6) Wie § 


at yferksuo stad su 


ae 


come yeaa a waift 
icid ‘bo yar 
Satadd dsictes on 


vaste eaters: ate lta mE 


wade ‘ 


tq ¢PB21 Moe sas Toten eae 


oot 
Postige fees be ow bed 


IOP BLO LL Heider nes 


upon revching Baghdad he not only failed to do so 
put publicly approved of everything which had been 
done by the Government, and announced his intention 
to return ot onoe to oomplete his cure in urope. 
However, the return of the j,asyrians from Syria and 
the enshing armed oconfliot, and the controversy 
with the Frenoh, caused His lfajesty to postpone his 
departure. But within a few days it was given out 
that the {fraq Goverment had the matter well in 
hand and that the King would leave for Europe on 
Friday, August 18th. 

The British Govornment realizing the inherent 
gravity of the situation recalled Ambassador Humphrys 
from his holiday tour in Norway and ordered him to 
proceed at onoe to Rughdad. At the same time sir 
Kinihan Cornwallis, the Adviser to the }'inistry of 
Interior, and }‘ajor-Gonoral Rowan Robinson, the 
Adviser to the t‘inistry of pefense, both of whom 
were on leave, wore requested to return ut once to 
Baghdad. 

The British Charge adtaffairs told me that he 
had tried to persuade the ling to await the arrival 
of the sAmbagsudor, but that lilies Majesty refused to 
do so. lie said that he was sure that the ying Toard::,: 
to oppose his }‘inisters oould not lace the smbassador. 
However ho hus sinee told me that the King insisted 
that the situation was so well in hand that it was 
no loner neoussary for him to remain nor ror the 
Mabaspador to return, “Jhe Gharge dtarfairs gave it 
as his personal opinion thet tlie ving, knowing that 


the 
the 


é aa babies stig’ 


* 4 
Wis -4 Ld ASPET: 


08 pono PO ake daus saz 


: t09 bowss peluecoe ca 


Sent does ins bisa 


Whee ae heyy 
ate Yay we 


abbion Bash MOT 


medal 


tOf, 8). bus .2eisaau! 


aac 
ee pact 
doves, 


sah 


pOVESL Mo tod 


ged Heidi anil, 
aut phavareg ot beats bod 
(Bobs novi elit ae 
ales oo een Gb 


. 
fd 2 gees ‘ 
wt ow aris ide is wn wee 


cnn: rt ao 4 Sea, BEET See ane 


BEG OL Sntue. 


od 
iS Sait fiodatoc Lacon. is 


e 
(ORTIERES TR iat the whole matter would be brought 
pefore the Loague of Iiations, wes anxious to get to 
Geneva us soon 4B possible to prepure the ground 
through politioal contacts and influences for the 
forthooming discussions. 

However, as reported in my telegram of August 
lath 6 p.m. a strongly worded request from the British 
government ut London persuaded the King to ewait the 
arrival of the Ambassador. It was announced that jils 
Majesty required a few days further rest before 
proceeding on his journey to 1urope. 

In my telegram of august 18th 10 pem I endeavor- 
ed to forewarn the pepartment, in as brief a manner a6 
possible, of the basio reasons for possible impend- 
ing developments. From my very close study of the 
situation, I have come to the conolusion, which is 
shared by the british Charge d'affairs, that very 
important if not serious developments are about to 
take plaoe in oconsequence of presend Anglo-Iraq 
relations, and that we may even be sitting on the 
edge of « voloano. 

In addition to the general prinoiple involved 
- whether British advice is to be sought and follow- 
ed - thore are undoubtedly a number of speoifio de~- 
mands which ambassador !iwaphrys will probably make 
in conneotion with the present situation which 
would cause o more or less complete reversal of 
attitude and policy of the present Cabinet. one 


of their demands will undvubtedly be for the Court 


Martial of General BPakir jidgi bin jshauqi who 1s 


said 
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said to be directly responsible for the shooting « 
out of hand - of fifteen Assyrians captured on 
August Sth, and for the veritable cold blooded mas- 
gaore of several hundred Assyrians at simel on 
August 11th. 

Heretofore tho British have exercised their 
influence ohiefly through the medium of the King. 
The question now arises whether he will continue 
to be 50 guided or whether he will doem it expedi-~ 
ent to follow his people. In the present atmos- 
phere of inoreased nationslistio and anti- British 
public sentiment agrivated by religious animosities, 
whioh after all are the most potent factors here, 
it 1s entirely possible that the nationalists may 
decide that tho time is ripe to defy the British, 
and that consequently the King will feel forded 
to continue in line with that polioy - having taken 
the first step in doing so upon his return to Iraq 
On August 2nd. In this event the British may tighten 
one or more screws to pinoh the Iraq Government into 
submission. On the other hand should the \ing de-~ 
cide to follow pritish lead either through the 
present Cabinet, or a new Cabinet, in opposition 
to present public sentiment, trouble would doubt- 
lessly ensue, und a situation would be created 
Which would probably wreck the King's already in- 
seoure position and make it impossible for him to 
Continue as the crowed head of Iraq. The fact 
should not te overlooked that he never had the 


Wholeheerted loyul support of the important tanilies 
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ani tribal chiefs of Iraq. and should he run counter 


to publio sentimont he might irretrievably lose guoh . ... 


as he now enjoyse 


It would seom that, in the presont state of pub- 
lic opinion, the nationalists hold the whip hand. The 
slightest attempt to coerce then oould easily be met 
by retaliations in the form of disturbances taking the 
form, chiefly, of attacks on Christians, and that could 
end might set the whole country ablaze. for instance 
even the attempt to Court Vartial General Bakir Sidqi, 
now a public hero, would doubtless result in an inoreas- 
ei agitation against the assyrians and further wide- 
spread massacres without police or other restraint. 
Besides a Court Nartial conducted by Iraqi officers would 
be a farce for obviously he would be acquitted. 

The next question which arises is how far the Brit- 


ish are prepared to go to enforce their will upon the 


Iraqis should their efforts by diplomacy foil. Obviously 


the British would not resort to force without the sanotion 


of the league of Nations. he events that have taken 


place in northorn Iraq, or possibly subsequent events, 


might eecure this sanction, but it is doubtful. But even 


60, would British public opinion permit the use of foros, 


to the extent which would be necessary, to reestablish 


British prestige and influonce in Iraq. This is also 


doubtful. 


The question might also pe upkod why should the 


British dominate the situation in Trade The answer 


is obvious. ‘the Iraqis are not yet prepared for 


independence 
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independence ~ that is to say, to administer o coun- 
try where foreign interests are so important and a 
country which is in the direct line of foreign inter- 
course and communications involving foreign interests. 
Again 1t% 18 obvious not only that it is the British 
that are, at least morally, responsible for the proper 
conduct of the affairs of the country, but their vested 
interests make it almosb imperative. 

The pioture I have drawn represents an extreme, 
put not impossible, view. lowever, I hope and believe 
that Ambassador Humphrys may find and follow a middle 
course, which, perhaps with some whitewashing, may 
solve the problem for the present. 

Now that this so culled rebellion is suppressed, 
tension has been relieved, and I believe that I recog- 
nize indications of somo apprehension on the part of 
the Government. Viewing the situation with a olearer 
vision, their tempers having cooled down, they are 
perhaps beginning to realize that mistakes were made, 
and consequently they may be more amenable to reason 


when confronted by Jmbassador Humphrys. If his demands 


are not too drastio and if he allows then to save their 
faces, and Ibelieve that this will be his polioy, he 


will command the situation. His arrival at this 


juncture is therefore more propitious than if he had 


arrived here a week AZOe« 


In my telegrams of sugust 16th 10 pelle and sugust 


that important if not 
th 6 peme, 1 expressed tho opinion po 


serious results would arise out ofthe strained «anglo- 


Iraq relations. If the yritish win in this controversy 


the victory may bo classified as important. If they 
lose 
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lose 1¢ will be serious. At this moment of writing 


I believe they will win. 


Respwotfully yours, 


Pe Knabenshue. | ‘ : ; 


File No. 840.1 
PK/GWR 


Copy to American kmbassy, London. 
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Ko. 186 - Viplomatic Baghdad, eptember 13, 1933. 


subject: Vernacular iress Continue to Inveigh 
«~gainst roreign influence. 


CONFIDENTI 4.1. 


The Honorable 
The Seoretary of vtate, 


vashington. 


I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 147 
dated July 26, 1933 in which I stated that the local 
press initiated un editorial campaign against foreign 
(British) influence directed at creating trouble be- 
tween the chiahs and »unnis. Now the press is direct- 
ing an attack against foreign intelligence officers in 
the country. 

an editorial in ".l-Istiklal" (independent hation~ 
alist paper) demands that the Vovernuont take action to 
rid the country of foreiyn intelligence officers (which 


of course are British) whose presence is not compatible 


with 


ads 


some ee 


\ with Iraq's independent status. ‘The articlos inforg 
obdomelri - OL 60°) | 
ss . that the intelligence officers instigated the trouble 
fxpafvosantey i eeel,uc!.. 
tani as woioh eventually led to the .ssyrian insurreotion and 
asks how long the Government will tolerate their ox~ 
{stence. Compulsory military service has become a 


need of the country, the editorial oontinuss, but 


— Pa 
creel cere thea 29303 
qui pone inlneers aoartine seorouh santa wk 


what good would it be to create a new army if ites 
movements, plans and seorets aro known to these for- 
eign agents? The paper accuses tho officers of oarry- 
ing large quantities of ourrenoy notes which they dis- 
tribute lavishly among the people to 4noite them to 
create disturbances. 

As a matter of fact tho British have a number 
of agents 1n Iraq who operate officially as Seoret 
gervice Officers under the direotion of the Royal 


eLdsatomol od. 

Rig Air Foroe. 
Yo Yiatetoe. sill 
It is hard to believe that their object is to 


inoite the people, as claimed by the Iraqis, 80 48 


to create a situation in Iraq justifying continued 
British supervision. It is my belief that they are 
intended only to keep in olose touch with the people 


atrot tp Mu Hbosuky cit avoty, 8 as continually to feel the pulse of the nation, 


Bioeth eoneultant piateid) and also, undoubtedly, to furnish useful {nfornation 


\ 


to the British military authorities. 


~ Respeotfully yours, 
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ynolosure to. 1 to nespatch No. 166 - Diplonatic - 
dated september 15, 1955 fron the /smecrioan Legation 


at Baghdad. 


sounci: Al-Istiklal, 
september 6, 10535 
Paghdad. 


TRANGLATION 


yoreign Intelligence officers 
The steps wo ust take to parry their danger. 


NMeseceevecsevreveseosereseoeesorsese & 


There is another affair having connection with 
the compulsory service scheme ond that is the presence 
of foreign Intelligence officers vho are soattercd 
here and there in Iraq heaving in their hand bags of 
doouments, maps and drawings of all the plains, 
mountains, rivers, caves, forts and strategio points 
of the whole country. With these maps and drawings 
they oarry large quantities of ourrenoy notes which 
they spend lavishly here and there to deceive the 
simpleeminded and the starving people, perhaps with 
the idea of inoiting them to stir up trouble among 
the different communities, seots and in other direo- 
tions. On many occasions it had been anoortained 
that the troubles and the intrigues which were 
instigated to handicap the efforts of the Government 
and to weaken the power of tho people were mos tly the 
result of the Dinars oarricd in the purse of these 
foreign intolligence officers. 15 it reasonable and 
logical for us to permit the soorpion to bite our 
ribs while we aro busy woaring our bast olothes? 


In 1927, the people had relt the ueed for a compul- 
sory military servica to defend the country, but our 
abhored mandatory status then was not consistent with 
it on the one side, neithes was the feoling tor it as 
strong as it is now. Jurthermore, at the time this 
scheme was being considered its enemies assumed an 
open hostile attitude against that movement. In fuct, 
they had even threatened to extend no help to the 
Governuent in case the scheme would be opposed and 
rejected by the people. ‘his threatening liad sone 
other meaning. It was thon understood that the 
foreign intelligence officers would be asked to perrorm 
the task required of them. 1:0W that that status has 
been changed altogether, and the rulicious oiroumsatances 
exist no longer, there seeus to be no eucape from 
abiding by the will of the people and enforoing 
ocOMpulBory survice., rerere comioneing with this — 
scheme, however, the novermaent should have 4 doiinite 
Understanding with the allied state with reward to the 
presence of intelligence officers. het do they 
actually want Prom us Whon they cluinm are their 

fricnds? 
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friends? Is there any other indcpendent state in 

the world in which foreign spies stir up trouble 

and intrigue as they wish? Death is the penalty 

for such spies, = jhy should the Governinent tolerate 
their existence? °ould these men be eble to cross 
the border of our country and perform their duties 

{in our neighboring states, vurkey, persia, Syria 

or Nejad? sshat duties do they have in this country? 
ghey have only the air basis which we have undertaken 
to protect. what good would it be to mobilize e new 
army 1f ita movenents, plens and secrets are known to 
the Intelligenco officers? A member of the Ghamber 
of Doputios asked the authorities concerned as to 

the duties of those officers and on whose account 
they were functioning. ‘fo this question he received 
no satisfactory reply. However, before the session 
of parliamont was over, the assyrian trouble which was 
inoited by hunds not unknown to the people made its 
eappoaranoe. the {ntolligenoe officers had a great 
finger in it. Wow long shall we withstend humilia- 
tion, sustain misery and offer sacrifioes and oblations 


at the alter of their colonization ambition. 


Compulsory service has beoome a decided need for 
the country, but before the Government takes any action 
in this respeot, it should solve the problem of foreign 
intelligence officers and should reach an agreenont 
with the allied state to end these ugly intrigues 
performed by these officors on the stage of our 
country. iow can we safeguard our new Army vhioh we 
propose to organize with suoh a treason. [5 there 
in this world any army the secrets and plans of whi oh 
ore disclosed in such a way. ‘the penalty of spying is 
death because spying may lead to the ruin of a whole 
nation, Will the Government awaken to this essential 


point. " 
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No. 189 Diplomatic Baghdad, September 13, 1933. 


Subject: Statcment of Policy by Iraqi Prine 


Minister 
CONFIDENTIAL, 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of Statc, ° 


Washington. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to enclose a clipping, from the 
Iraq Times of Scntenber 6, 19355, Giving e translation 


of a speech delivered by the Iraqi vrime l.inister at 
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Mosul on August 50, 1953, on the occasion of the review 
of the army held there on that day. 

This speech is a statement of policy of the Iraqi 
Government. If it is read in conjunction with my dcs- 
patch No. 170 of August 28, 1933 (Assyrian Probiem «« 
British Policy), it will be seen as obvious that the 
Prime Minister's speech was inspired by the British 
Ambassador, and that it is undoubtedly intended to be 
used in support of Iraq's defense before tho League of 


Nations ° 


Respectfully yours, 


P. Knabenshue 


PK/ jon 
File No. 800/820/840.1 
Enclosure: As stated. 


Copy to American umbassy, London. 
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towards non-Moslem communities, 


September 6th, 1988, 


1 to Despatch - Diplomatic -~ No. 189 
1933, from Averionan Loagstion, Saved 


Barhdad) 


Source: Clipning from 


Baghdad Times 
dated September 
6, 1933. 


| THE PREMIER AT MOSUL! 


CHRISTIANS IN 
IRAQ 
Lessons of the 
Assyrian Revolt 
FUTURE POLICY 


The Country’s Need of 
National Service 


The following is.a translation of 
a speech made by His Excellency the 
Prime Minister ata banquet given 
by the Acting Mutasarrif,: Mosul, on. 
August 10th on the occasion of Iraq 
Army manoeuvres held in Mosul. 


After expressing his gratification 
with the opportunity afforded him 
by the ocoasion to express his 
gratitude to the inhabitants of the 
Mosul. liwa, and.to. those who had 
taken the trouble to come from 
distant places to attend the Army 
manoeuvres, the Prime Minister 
proceeded: — ake 

“The pleasure that overwhelms 
my soul is not due only to the 
enthusiasm and zeal you have 
exhibited during the punitive action 
against the Tiavi rebels, but also to 
the true chivalry and genuine love 
which have been shown by you 


especially the Christians, including 
the loyalist Tiari. By this conduct 
of yours you have placed on record 
in the aunals of history yet another 
proof of your chivalry, benevolence, 
and political maturity. The feelings 
evinced by members of the said 
Christian communities are likewise 
worthy of gratitude and apprecia- 
tion. 

Help for Refugees. 

“You sare aware that the 
punitive operations were directed 
only against-theodiari-rebels, . who, 


have been justly. punished. ‘Never: | 


theless the Government did not 
forget the obligations, of humanity 
devolving upon them. SJnspired 
by the spirit of chivalry and 
humanity whioh is in the blood of 
tha noble veople of Iraa, the 


one of us should shara in the 
‘bondde-bf.pgeorming’ this” sacred 
duty, in order to fulfil th 


certain that they hold firmly to. 
the principles they have undertaken 
to pursue for the consolidation~ of 
the country’s existence and tho. 
safeguarding of its honour. This 
policy may be summed up in ‘two, 
points: — - | 
“Firstly, anyone who’ contra: 
venes the law or violates: peace 
and publio order the Government 
holds to be a orimiral, deserving 
of .the strongest penalty, regard-; 
“less.of religion or sect; y-- 
“Secondly, all those wh 
remain loyal and obedient - to} 
the laws and regulations of the), 
State are in, perfect safety and 


the 


assistance, both moral andi 
material. _ | 
A Strong Army. : 


“Gentlemep, you have oo- 
operated with the Government in 
the making of sacrifices and-in the 
maintenance of order, : thereby; 
winning our gratitude and honour! 
for yourselves. You, no doubt, 
now appreciate the country’s need 
for a regular force to build up 
strong foundation for our existence.! 
I find the present time .a ‘suita ble} 
opportunity to arouse in your. noble; 
souls a feeling of the urgent ‘nbed! 
for such a force to build up such @: 
strong foundation. By this J mean; 
an Army—yes, an Army! (Loud} 
applause and oheera for the Army,’ 
the King, and the Government). - 

“Yes, the Army. should bel 
strangthened in order that it should, 
protect our honour. Service in the! 
Army should be made general and. 
compulsory. This is‘ necessary if. 
we are to safeguard our honour, in 
defence of which the whole nation 
has risen up a8 one-man. Every 


r,to fulfil the saying; 
‘Tt you wish to’ be ‘honouredsbe 
strong.’ ; ee ees | 

“Lot us therefore fortity ‘our-} 
selves by a strong army that befits. 


the self-respect we feel under th " 
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have been , 
theless the UL. 


forget the obligations of humanity : 


devolving upon thom. Inspired 
by the spirit of - chivalr and 
humanity whioh is in the bk od. of 
the noble people of Iraq, the 

Vernment have provided food 
and shelter.to the destitute women 
and children whose rebel husbands. 


and fathers had sinned against Iraq, I 


We have forgiven the repentant 
rebels, and given them shelter and 
assitance, as becomes a Government 
that represents a noble people, 

“I. do not enumerdte these 


my only object being to show that 


the noble Iragi people cannot | 


put up with wrong or tolerate 
humiliation, but.at the same time 
they do not.in any way forget the 
meroy due to the weak and the 


ets 


Bna}....and  old-established 


-Feoent Bvent: by members of the 
--Varions:Obristian. and other com- 
munities, is boubd:to compel those 
| newspapers ‘Ito “Fedognise ~ actual 
facts if they are really sceking the’ 
trath, Diesen 
‘~~ “Future Policy. 
“T have the pleasure to an- 
- nounoé! the. policy -of the Govern- 


ment in order that you sliould feel 


his thanks to the. 


rising amongst us! “The 


: Xpression’ was given during the: 
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Ro, 198 - Diplomatic. Baghdad, September 26, 1933. 


Subject: Political Situation in Iraq - Shiah-Sunni 


Factor. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


The Honorable 
The Seoretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that aside from the 
Assyrian problem and its possible repercussions, the 
most interesting feature of the political situation 
in Iraq at the present moment is the Shiah-Sunni dis- 
sension. For a number of years this has been a 
reourring disturbing factor sometimes verging on the 
serious, Today then are elements in it which might 


easily reach disturbing proportions. 


On September 11, 1933 the AL AHRAR, a Shiah nevws- 


Paper of Baghdad, published a statement to the effect 


that 
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that the late King Faisal's death was caused by suicide. 
yor so doing the paper was suspended for ten days. On 

the following day the same paper published an article 
bitterly attacking the Government. A copy and transla- 
tion of the article are enclosed herewith. The Govern= 
nent immediately arrested the editor and suspended the 
paper, acting under the authority of Section 89-A of 

the Iraq Penal Code, a copy of which is enclosed herewith. 

Immediately upon the arrest of the editor certain 
Shiah elements commenced a campaign of protests against 
the action of the Government. Thousands of telegrams 
were sent to the Palace not only registering protests 
put threateningly demanding the release of the editor. 
I enolose a copy and translation of a telegram received 
at this Legation which is identical to those sent to all 
the other missions. 

In spite of the attempted intimidation the Govern- 
ment proceeded with the proseoution of the offending 
editor, and on September 24th the Baghdad District 
Magistrate tried and sentenced him to three months 
rigorous imprisonment and a fine of fifty (50) Dinars. 
The confiscation was ordered of the issue of the paper 
wherein the article appeared and the publication of 
the paper was suspended for three months. 

This incident has aggravated the already tense 
animosity of the Shiahs against the Sunnis, which is 
growing to proportions which will lead in time to 
sane form of Shiah rebellion. In this connection it 
{s interesting to report 4 conversation I had last 


evening with Major A. I. Sargon, who formerly was 


Inspector 


~8- 


od a'Laatet getd cost ovr tray 


s. 


rae. BL toq8q osfS  oyrtt 


. 
mney a tant Ws: 
wet OVW ™™ 


muUTEVo! odd: sabtonst s ulead tg 


gah ghe 


ofone ors ofotiie e027 ‘io vei 


Orit: hetsertn vVfotebivenuk sys: 


‘Beonorsico asmoniele Aetde 


. fordw Hoktayei obdd ts 
-atolfeske: rorito oll 
bat orit to atkean al 

hattin Seboosory toon 
te duotqer: go Ben tothoy 


foe: bas hoitd eterdetyay 


prabia cow folteoaitucy af” 


‘tseuge eLottr egd shorted 
FY bobnona ue BAW SOgRG Ole 
TAREIB aod teobtoni oss 

ntage adtoti & Of) fo yd tacsdee 


g ‘Hotes AM Etowe ng oe anreet: 
#MOEL Lod wx fist te yet cunt 
09 8 Poway oF eg eatnt of 


BYE Loi. 


Inspector of Police at Mosul, but who, becaise of his 
alleged pro~-Assyrian attitude, was assigned to the 
Criminal Investigation Department in Baghdad during 
the early days of the Assyrian uprising. 

Major Sargon told me that a few days ago a depu- 
tation of several Shishs called to see him but not 
wishing to get involved again - this time as an alleged 
pro-Shiesh-, he refused to receive them. He ascertained, 
however, that the objeot of their visit was to find 
out if possible what action the British would take in 
the event of a Shiah rebellion. Major Sargon confirmed 
a rumor I had heard to the effect that the Shiahs had 
sent an emissary to Persia, He said "They are always 
in commnication with Persia". In reply to my question 
as to what form he thought the rebellion might take, 
he said that it would be confined for the most part to 
the Euphrates area south of Baghdad. 

This information taken in conjunction with a very 
veiled note I have recently received from an American 
in the South makes one feel that all is not woll in 
that area. It is looking as though the boil on the 
tail of the body politic is coming to a mad and that 
sooner or later it is sure to burst - see page 8 of my 


confidential despatch No. 151 of August 2, 193538. 


Kespectfully yows, 


yp, Knabenshue. 
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Enclosures 


1&2. Copy and translation of 
article in AL AHRAR of September 
12, 1953; 


3, Section 89-A of Baghdad Penal 
Code. 


4&8. Copy and translation of 
telegram from Shiahs. 


File No. 800/840.1 
PK/skl. 


Copy to: 


Ameri can Embassy, London. 
Amerioan Legation, Teheran. 


Law 
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gnolosure io. 2 to despatch io. 198 - Wiplomatic - 
of september 26, 19:5, from the ‘mcrican Legation 


at Baghdad. 


. | og a SOURCE: “al-ahrar", 
a eae ee a September 12, 19383, 
nee oo sh) eee @ No. 50, peghdad, 


ee ng TRANSLATION. 


ma EAS SES Se .  & WORD FROM AL~AHRAR 
T0 THE NEW KING 


aes tench ening ties ib ointment agora we in ee 


tf. ee eed : From a people experienced by the trials of 
_ - mee life, having full knowledge of men, political 
ee ee . groups and parties, well aware of the politics 
eS Boe Eee te ee of the Powers and of the administration of kings; 
| from a people which has exposed itself to death 
and has fought in the defence of its country in 


. Fi 3 ‘s ms ne oe : . : 
ie Se CM cae na See 
5 3 SO os peace time and in war. 


From a people which has fought for the position 
a oe ~ fe : of its country, which has lived in the desert of 
eee PS ee Se Ee ee its valley and on the banks of its rivers whioh are 
7 . everlasting witnesses to its bravery, courage and 
Bele! as ce te ee, heroism; and whioh has recorded in the history of 
‘ Stes ae ite life the white days in the sands of "Shuaibeh", 
Pesl. eee ae ae in the marshes of "Qurneh", in the swamps of 
=" ee Wasiriyah" and in the valleys of "Kut". 
‘sy eck} of ots ' ‘ 
eth ; sie ae From a people which has risen to defend its 
ns were deoiding their 


Pag MA ee ate 
Ms 7 independenoe when tho ratio 
fate and were renewing their era of independence. 


It has insoribed for itself an cverlastingly 
Se oe aes a eee honorable position in the history of the regenere- 
aes tion of nations which is attested by the blookhouses 
ee Gays | ae of "gamawah", the houses of "Kufa", the railroad 
_ . stations of "piwaniyah" ond the ravines of "rusalyib" 


and "Rarenjiyah". 
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From a people vhioh has been submissive to 
required of it, which 


§ to: 

beat. ew ae d aad 
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Os eat authority when obcdience was 

os ae ee os has fought when war wus declared against it, and 

: oF eo which has discussed with the lawful authority its aifferent 
an Oe te Methods and policies. his people was at all tines 

° oo ae MS both alert and cautious. 

lias cstablished the throne 


AM RS, be ; : ¥reMm a people which 
int of tho buyonet and the 


: a a of this country at the po 
muzzle of rifles, which erected this kingdom on the 


| ae skulls of its young neroes, and which has contributed 
: ey to its treasury iillions carned by the arns of the 
¥ ; Yellahs und the Laborers. 
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From the curves of the wretched huts on the 
panks of the Tigris end the ‘tuphrates; from the 
enoampments of goat hair tents in the desert of 
ghamiyah and Gharraf; from the ruined mud houses 
along the course of "Sshatt-Ak=-;reb"; from those 
miserable and suffering creatures who have sacri- 
fioed their precious blood when blood was the 

rice of freedom, and who have lavishly expended 

all the money they had earned when money booame 

the price of independence. ‘rom these parts and 
from those areas, nigh or far from you, the people 
derive their consolation from you. They invoke 
their blessings upon you on your accession to the 
throne of your fathers and foretathers, the *halifs 
and the kings of peni Ali and ;bbas and Beni Hamdan, 
and place before you their past grievances and their 
future hopes and a true pioture of their present 
position with which you might not be unacquainted 

or whioh might be desoribed to you contrary to fact. 


Qo new king! In the land of your fathers and 
ancesters and in the country where your father's 
throne was and where your own throne is, exists a 
nation whioh is loyal to those who are loyal to 
it, hostile to thoso wishing it evil and apprecila~ 
tive of the endeavors of the zealous. fegimes and 
generations have passed during which this nation has 
experienced the world's oldest and newest govern~ 
ments, end the best and the worst of times, vhe 
chain of history reaches your goodself and to your 
accession to the throne of Al-pashid and Al-Mamoun, 
having traversed lean yeors and periods of darkness. 
This nation has had no rest since the outbreak of 
the world war and has not estobliohed itself firmly 
since its fate was decided. or & time it waa 
wnder military oooupation and was ruled by military 
authority, then it was under mandate, rulod by a 
doubled administration; at another time it was 
independent, but foreign advisers were in charge 
of its affairs and ut yet another time it became a 
member of the League of ietions enjoying full inde- 
pendence and responsibility. 

this independence beoame 4 plaything in the hands 

of a group interested primarily in filling its own 
purse, acquiring lands and ocoupying easy chairs. 
The loyal sons of the nation huve beon subjected 

to defamation, Calumy, contempt and insult of whish 
fact, 0 Youny lajesty, you are not unaware. 

Yhis is tho outward appearance of the country's 
condition on the day when you a 
leadership devolved upon youe che inner reality is 
painful ond distressing - 4& contused administration, 
Capricious rule and wide-spread bribery by which 
becones Calschood an 

secret 


Unfortunately, however, 


seended the throne and 


truth 
d falsehood becomes truth. Lying 
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Lying seoret reports aliming at the destruction of 
the loyal sons of the country, are curront and 

there exists a datestable remnant of the old Ottormun 
Army introduced by the colonizing power and confirmed 
by the advisory body - a remnant ejectod from its 
own country and now maintaining itself through 
faming and flattery. ‘this group of men ascended 

to the high places of the Government through caves- 
dropping and nepotism. It surrounded the Pulace 

of his late licojesty and stood as a bar-sier between 
the great king and his peaceful subjects. It 
piotured to him affairs contrary to truth and 
conditions non-existent. It became influential 
through its proximity to the throne und its contact 


with His Majesty. 


The strugcle between }iis lute Majesty and this 
group was not less bitter than that which he had 
with the authority and with the colonizing powor. 
liie conflict with this party was not less oritioal 
than that with which the power embarrassed hin. 
hese men who have been deceiving the people on 
the one hand and the Palace on the other, have reaped 
for themselves the profit from this deoeption and 
have been pursuing this course in their own intercst. 
iis Majesty was dissatisfied with this situation and 
used to complain about it when alone with his relatives 
and loyal friends. Look at the villages of Iraq} 
At ite lands, fellehs, laborers, interests and 
projeoctst “his group of men has made a plaything 
of them end has oxploited them for their own benofit 
and left them devoid of tho necessities of life. 
They have destroyed villages and demolished homes 
and upon the ruins they have ereoted their own palsces. 
Public projects have been neglected and the state 
revenues have been spent exclusively for salaries 
and allowances. ‘fax gatherers even, have been 
maltreating the people in collecting taxes. 


This is a true picture which the people place 
before you so that you may see the actual situation 
and the real fects. ‘The people wish to extend in 
addition to their heart-1’elt sympathy and cordial 
good wishes, their sinocre counsel and the valuable 
Yosult of their expericnoe. ‘ay God be to you as 
you are to the people. 
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ynolosure 1/0. 0 to dcuputeh 1.0. 199 = ciplouatic - 
of geptember 26, 145 from the umerican Legation ct 


paghdad. 


SOUKCGU:s Section 69-; of Ppaghdad 
~cnel Code. 


(i) Whoever by printing, or causing to be printed 
or published any newspuper, book or other printed matter, 
or by any meuns of publication mentioned in seotion 78 
goeks to excite feelings of hostility or contempt among 
the inhabitants of ijfesopotamia or aainst the Governnent 
or those vested with public authority shall be punished 
with penal servitude or imprisonment not exceeding seven 
years or with fine or with both suoh punishments. 


(iv) Further the printed iatter shall be confiscated 
and the printing house shall be liable to be closed 
either temporarily or permanently avcording to the 
gravity of the offence, and, whenever the editor or 
manager or other person ruespousible for the publication 
of a newspaper or periodical is convioted of an offcnoe 
falling under this chapter or the preceding chapter 
the judgment may order the suspension of the newspaper 
or periodical for wu period not cxceeding one year. 
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of September £6, 1955, from the american Legstion, 


VYelesran aated 
September 20, 1903 
from laj Makkawi, 
Chief of the “Al 
Hatarida" tribe and 
on hehalf of 50 
prominent men of 


ferbala. 
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pnolosure ji0, b tO 
s iyos from the Jserican jegation at Papghdud. 


goptember wO0, 


SQuRGE: Telegram froin Haj 
vakkawi Chief of the 
Ale-Natarida tribe 
dated september 20, livs. 


OHAEILATION. 


Amerioan Legation, 


All classes in perbela uninously protest ageinst 


the suppression of "Al-‘\hrar" nuemspaper and the arrest 


of its editor, Dre Alesaiyid Abdul Jawad. Wwe denand 


that the oubinet of the day fulfill the promise it 


has made to [raq regarding, the freedom and the right 


of the press. je trust tiat the respeoted Governuent 


will treat hii in the same manner as others and will 


be benevolent towards hin und request that he be 


releused. 


Kaj Mukkawl 


Ghief of the Jl-ratarida tribe 
on behalf of 90 prominent men of ierbele. 


Ho, 219 = Diplomutic negudad, siovenber JY, 1955 
gubjects: Ppisturbunces in falestine reecive 


the jympathetic Approvel of the 
Arabs in Iraq. 


The jionorable 
The Geercetury or .tate, 


Washington. 


I huve the honor to report that the recent 
denonstrutions in »slestine so ainsv the “Lonist 
movement in tlut country have received the syn- 
pathetic approvul of the local vernuculur press. 

Hany tele :rumus received rom various orgunisu- 
tions and indiviaual ,vabs in pulestine have beon 
published in the presse 2.) of these tule. rans 
express rescnwicnut bs uinst Vu-ther {oauaicration of 
Tews and against the Paloificetion by the birivish 


OY officinl com uuicgues :dadniring the number Killed 


and 
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and injured in the 2.cent disturtLances., ‘these 

telegrams stute that the Priti:h forces in cvery 

gape have attucked the aulenseless .rabs unmnecussarily, 
and request thi.t the ..rabs of Lraq lend & uympathetlo 
ear to their troubles und "“oume to the succour of 
martyred Palestine which 1s on the verge of its 

death". 

The Moslems of Baghdad petitioned tho ;‘utassarif£ 
tor permission to hold mass mectings in the losques, 
to be followed by public demonstrations. At the 
request of the pritish smbassudor, Sir Fruncis 
Humphrys, no public demonstrations were held. The 
Wutassarif, however, permitted the petitioners to 
meet quietly in the ‘:osques where prayers were said 
for the martyred dead ond for the releuse of Peles- 
tine from the tyranny or the British. 

The Legation hus received many letters from Lioslem 
Associations throughout Ivaq protesting against the 
"Lonist movement und requesting, the assistence of the 
American poople in relieving, the arabs of palestine 
from the tyrannical policy ov the British. leny of 
these letters huve been sent to the forcign missions 
in Beghdud and printed iu the local press. ‘ere are 
enolosed copies and tranglutions of two letters Lron 
the Islumie Gonrercncee ociety and the Traq ‘elence 
Comiittes which are sisileur in nature to the others 
received Ly this ofiice. 

“Where is also enelosed a copy end translation 
of an edituriel apoeovin. in the .LeLPEA AL vATANL 
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feeling of the Iragis towsrds their fellow ‘toslems 


of Yalestine. 


vue Ccditor'ts vehement attack upon 


the Jews resembles the recent outbursts in Cer- 


many. He expresses the inherent fear of all :toslems - 


final subjugation by the Jews. 


Resentnent ayuinst the Jews is growing daily in 


peghdad and unfortunately the Jews themselves are 


aggravating the situution. ficccently my German 


Colleague approached the local cinema houses for 


permission to show u sound film of the ational 


Hovemcnt in Germany und as tho three main cinemas 


are run by Jews his ruquest was refused, ‘the 


Managers stated that they fearcd the Jews would 


raid the cinems during, the showing of the film. 


The German !'inister, therclore, wus compelled to 


use an old cinema house in the native quarter, which 


is used entirely by the lower class !‘oslens. 


[It is rumored that the jiayor of Raghdad, 


Mohamed Subhi Beg al pulteri, called the managers 


of the oinemas to his offioe und tried to bring 


pressure to bour upon them by threatening to inoite 


Moslem damonstrations ajainst their estublishnents, 


It is said that the Jews reported this threat, in 


the rorm of u protest, to the “dnister of Interior 


- widoh action may result in on investigution. 


whether this rumor is true or not it is worth men- 


tioning as un iilustration of the reeling or the 


Jews 
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Jows of Baghdsd against the liationalist Vovoment in 
Gemmany. ‘To give publicity to their feeling nt this 
time would seem to be very unwise. ‘The publicity 
wnioh has resulted from their refusal to show the 
German film, together with the recent disturbances 

in Palestine, are but o11 cast upon the smoldoring 
fire of hatred which lioslems hold against all Jews 
and which could easily lead to serious consequences 
in this country, in spite of the fact that under 
normal conditions the Jews livo and carry on their 


business in Iraq unmolested. 


Respectfully yours, 


¥. Knabenshue. 


File No. 800/840.1 
SKL/skl. 


Copy to: 


Amerioan kmbassy, London. 
Amorioan Embassy, Borlin. 
American Consulate General, Jerusalem. 


ms 
4 
Enclosures: 
1/ 2/ Copy und translation of letter 
from Islamic Conference society, 
Baghdad, dated Nov. 2, 1955. 
3/ 4/ Copy and translation of letter 
from Iraua Defense Cornittee, 
Bughdad, duted Nov. 7, 1960. 
5/ 6/ .ditorial in 2.1 Ikha .1 satani 
of Getober O1, 19u0. 
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Enolosure No. 1 to despatch No. 219, Diplomatio - 
Aated November 9, 1935, from the American Legation, 


Baghdad . 
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mclosure lio. 2 to despntch ifo. 219 = Diplomutic - 
of November 4, 154, from the americun Legation at 
Bughded. 


IGLAMIC COUT o) Wes socIcry 
Venera] jleudquarters = juvhdod 
WO. Y 


Bughdad, Kejab 1b, 1552 
NOveniber 2, 19938. 


PRANOLATION 


It distresses the lsluuic world to see palestine, 
the heart of the fatherland, suffering excruciating 
peins and dominated by zionion, und to see its people 
deprived of freedom by frightful means which threaten 
its annihilation and ruin. 


Recent rcports bring disquieting news which. 
pierces the heurt and exhausts the patienoe of the 
forbearing: e.g. Kiring on peuple who took part in 
demonstrations simed to protect the fuir name of the 
country, a brutsl attack on women demonstrutora, a 
sound thrashing administered the venerable Shaikh, 
Musa Kazim Pasha al-lussaini, and other elderly and 
youthful free-born leuders of the nation, and mal- 
treatment of, end insult to, Pulestine, the arab 
country, by the power in oooupution. 


With sorrow prevailing in our hearts, we rcgret 
seeing such atrocities committed during an era of 
civilization; and we protest ageinsat the suppression 
of freedom and the ruinous policy adopted by the power 
ocoupying, the beloved country. 
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Fnolosure No. 3 to despatch No. 219 - Diplomatic - 
dated November 9, 1955, from the Amerioan Legation, 


Baghdad . 
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Grae bliss; 


palestine Ls on Lntecsral part or the ; rab coutriles, 

the oldest of the two .ibisha (the point toward which 
“ohatr:edans turn their feccs in raver) ond the third 

or the ahoines revered by the oillions of vohanmedans 

dn the world; and we will consicer uny atteapt to cut 

4% off from the greatexy rab fstherland and to make it 

QM notional home ror she wionists usa ua chailenge to the 
feelings of the .rabs and ‘‘oulens ond on open hostility 
coward Gheir relivdion ond natlonel Ldeols. 


fhig fisskesntion, vor which the  : ower in oecupation 
opened wide the dours to the zionist avrangere; this 
foroing of our srab brio thren by fLre and sword to ecde 
thaky propaorty ond lends to tham; shedding their blood 
in the strects; conrinkn; thedlr leaders in srison; 
hostility towards their freadom end honor; all these 
ond sinilar iniquitires committed Ly the Pritisgh 
oushorities osaudust she sraby ove abuses whieh mook 
thelr rights and vhioh jJiustiee does not countenanoo, 
They are an injustius to sheir honor with whhoh humanity 
wll aot be content. 


in the nance or tho fraqgd nuathon whieh has dostcueted 
Us tO defond osles vine acodnet thin unjuot policy, we 
Qppronach you and yo cuess tint you comuunalonte to your 
gPout nation this eauphoetio protest end ask her aid in 
Talloving our toe thren the cnlestinians and their lawful 
country of thin tyranny. 

Tle@nus occeent the wuauscnea of our haghagt 
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November 9, 1983 fron tre ‘erienn Lecetion, Facndad. 
oor one A, ot oo Ae ay 
Gotober Zl, 1933. 


no. 496 - Rachdad. 


GULPPIAG 


YE 2, I 
Sea ab etl AER eh ae ae Pe. 


ao ino eo Brus é , 
BG Baw asc ' ei : i 
ant 5 oe eae : , 7 \ . >, ree ta cae 4 
ba shoule acu incall. s\ s.gall aad YI otis Ys0s \oel 30} son ~ . fy | 
‘ gas’ ie shines oe | ysl ‘ed pat glia Le ob, oll sill , shes YI (25 ok, i a : 
3. i gt? : 


A kod an sp a pa: fy 
wit 00 mare Den 

ib, BU OE |. will forged foe 
ts eek le: an ee obs 


sh bl ida » thaw ls w rll les. re 3 jqualls VK 9 wl! ator 


Lijth ery aid 523 dull 


wy hss OL esctor bee 


fron os Hs if dy gb al JI Gl Ler eRe A: 


Rxaalo <i a ery ee Se 
PP oe tes 
‘i bas 7 ws cae : 
o ‘gare ae fe aa 


‘fn 
_ 


eed) 23 PRE | & Lilo 52 


lel 2i oll ded Say | 
ip J ail Alles ses | 


if PNB cure Vay 
jhe hye fox) Ny dual i! 
ellLat) ga saher\s a5! spell 
a a els ae 


Asi ce aieonteascal M 
an ae 


a w oitee sis: ah een , 


: fa Maree ag bas 


Oe rs a eS 


. ' eh 
5 MI oda crea soley: \ 
dx cil, Aidt ati gl dbl 
dar be N; Se "5 gay ra ale 
Mise Was & as slate > 


: ashore ly inl 
oy ead. aa ef dobabal 
SF op, poral juke SI fe = 

Hy LAL Je Lill, mp : 
TUN po! A ales- chloe 


sdpivien BaF toe. 
ee ‘ 


Rise Yor; pris 


aeen hoe t "geal la.tsan ll 1 ppaall ; Ue a> julio ele, one : 
| | Oly quale Shai, Jel, basal ly ly. “Di Lealb les Jka fA 


cchiten SWS ASV Ue sel SHE | dla! 
| JRE ols W cada pal Ge [EY 
clk ye Jan adoro eS) Pees 
dsl yy Uclue doles gill, 


\. push a ye Pe i asad 
dal dad Sted Gund dy ial 
SerlyLybycelesseclsly F 
29999 1a TA paige - 
“Sigal db do J: orl bie ld fl 
- dl al sl r 
Lal 3 Meda gbal oli, 


dam yd peqaall 4 \ytel Jo yard 
Ils Gey MN Ul pe ge OS 
Pooky Glas! Glo) 1. 0 
— © lag? OBIS Gude cncb Jl 
ei LiL) OL Gey 


e tata g¢ th se $& by 


ob 3) deel nek ry 
op ieidl ola ay 
(®) ale Ip \ oon) gill 4a an 
ishyys ial y It, OF © gles Jl 


e dibtall 
rare ves \c (Maal cual aa 


be wet gles iba yi ed UD gdeckl 
| "| atl als $josates \yde ates | 
kag Ol AY, Boll clagl ge Jol | 
wn alec rier \ las oka \rd 


Jel il pl elt Ald 
@. tt se 


duit! lo y——6 5 asl, stl 


pill ge lebs cb gl cal J 


ot gla y SAM ge balay. | 


eR tae. jo da shall edly bed Di 
dani: ebil - Sy Jodo cst al 92 js 4. 


Nga M5 0) 99 die rat Nb Qs pA 


Lal 3A oda Or Lb wal y 


3 sal coprlss lyr ol Ln st a 
Lebo slat Leind &se7-4 ZElki fA 


dm lia rf) Ta oad la silence 3 \ > sea 


MeN Ng se of ale 


or So ye Bhs Sally fi 


ele \ gab ol ols als 
5 ably FPL dalenil 151K had 
vs J hl lay J ae Lil 4 4 3 pall 


Vpde ues ALY) re Gaanli 3 q 
—) pdaali ob AK 3 4. ae cilale 
aby sale Yay dnanll ge oe ove 
on J oll de As Lasher oly 
a) cise OP of os3t Veh 


oil eel jet jeai Les Polis 


Coby asaersts \ al Ns ‘ 


3 5all pals silo; lasalYlu t r 
a agedly 
Ol ass PAY Re | akel 


\e| Dit) de gall ay! ssige pat B 
2 3) a ae 40 Sai) : 


Ree 


. lg Phe he ety ois: 
EVE Ts See mn 


20S 


y 


ft Eat rons ‘ 
perey Sos 


esp at 


4: 2n5, 


ne yt 
COU Se 


aes 


oat 


Rope 
TS ei Me 
OE sabre 


errr 
Toa Pee 


ce 
~ 
mS 
M2) 
e 


Sm 


pea 


we Fs i 7 
Hododauas: of ©. 
: ‘i boa . " a! aes 
ant efi mor COOK R ghee 
ew 


on 


1) Fick COO 
24 
ft 


= Bee GP Aa é. “ah. 
: gall th! Jeane s 


Lipa 
>t y 6 
ss a ind ww, a 


t 
* 1p 
ry ral $y La te i : t 
ee ee - 4 
‘ she gone 
ta 
», ¥ 
doa JI Boe 
o 2 
the anes 


eo 


as te Cnet aed Th lasts. < . 7 - 


eo . 
lat SL 


: rae a wt tte : 
4 Nace) 2a! ee 
OMNES hae cotati es 
Pas ae oe | cas, See 
Ep pi wen aed Ngee 2 ELL 
mK : tj ile & a we 
sagan ra 7 “4 ot? \ * 4 . 
: “Pushass | a Ly gh Caan Gt gh 
S gulge| Sid Wb ge eee 
“BM Weal ge tS 
A as he ali elt a ; 
Nagin - . x 
2 ae aes wy sat? 
suet: Peo 4 va 
ett. 
Raho, at ga oe 
tho ger at ae 
cite 
et a 
~~ — aw 


, p> bo Nespusch No. 219 ~ Diplomatic - of 


ure NO 
vad 1933 from the american Lecation, Baghdad. 


jarenber 9%, 


cams bial, Goll dew of 
Upr-— ald 


ibd odd learn, Les CLUS Lgsbeteley GaP Mee Galrali cate 
ey By lady Ay p% coe LAS eae ey Eatpricartls Lay Howil aele 
hang guard Sell bo, BLEW y Lbs pte ads EV eazy tye l 
eoiB lyf tl gh PealWS ltl, J GIS YI ISU aye iy GLb 
Rs) iad Y Sy re ly Laloeds ite du le pl *Lsl Tal 356 
, (Lerl % 

la idle serculS Aiea cust bes tli yll 65m Gere LJ 
biz geen Lely Dleall Shall lead Bode gb MP ty ge 9 


| “Wigs oh PV Lae yt LK, ae Lal Leo pha aplyczyt Ll ark 


Liga Se LAD See oly ytd Le gnant pl nad pty Mo bell Leia 


PMS eS spay t LG (gv LEE SL a Joel £ Ltky oF Lay ¥erd oly, 


Spel sly pales oye a 


Ul MPU SUL ecly y gilyecy Wl Leyte Lad dyed o 38 Gee els, 
edad, SLeall taku YF gro Laglsy Loy4 Lslaty Lepets Lilnd Myer 
Lay Gel cnlell pally aa Xetpe ce FN, yfbdly “hel bey 
SAN Spl lagay ELE Rgpa geal Byes, SALA Zeb pld Lal rely 
OH pran Gubamali GU alk, aide bles ce Leal wey “Lil ce cele # 
yo Lal, feud glad gle pty Los bince doe By Hee yiexeree) 
Pepe, Lael Ibs gil pe ad Jak Lal ty ry tye 9 
a ypeall, jody cosh yb ole Lee Glo hy Leaky 

Ly glad eV Hos ge peleate il pay pict OE gt glen ll 3 Hl 
Maca MaUU ST ey 3p ashy iL of Lm Leslee ol; 


Wheat ue, cate Gp gelell Godel yet gh Loe te 33, 

= dose of hs V caLaay, Le gga aot LSD acd Lapel egy Bs Be Fl 
bY Fao rile Ulises oy ce cl aye a WH 3 asd 
Poul 


< e “— oD. ; é Ci, ted tes 
; vi gio? agaod és i oe, 7 ‘ Vite 
dram aut motr 660.L fF toma Pre ee 


wl pales Gh pote LaL we pliezle Gy alot ball 
J eghp O74! Shawl, tereall, Lally pall we Goat sill sau 
wl, pol sy ud poral jl egll Geet oly pl Jan, 925 cD Coeds 


no (pilin SUMU typsd be al gl IE oh ore Sle Vly Job lo Vl, 
LIVI ile] alaald (ye Avmnis Sree Sper ill Jie gel Yleols k 
iy Nel ialze ce GEV Boy daipageall a, Yael seul? tly tlie 
Tadashi cis ct PARIS aS 1ST Sule ig Staal aa! ne 
Nas by het ao bc, ne Gohl caytbeal Lee ene FUME TEES 
: 2 - dytpbaalill tqurall f Layidy Eelelly prall, tadlegy 
plbs dul ge leo (byl erly Lele id by Cprvali ceo ld 2 
ayaa tags, ernie seas) aay le elle coon UM car A er ahs 
i; flak hoy wtiety abl ip thy Gaba oer os ol e'-tY) wun ae ae oe 
J hbes add Mag fe, &4 Gerald be raped) See (ld le > igh taglBaa pLy 5 ee 
i a) Meee + peed pull LiL Lica) chad chee 


we 


<i 4 fue, wie Tete: ol- satan 


% 
a 
Lara 
3 
a 


ae pe a er i fe. Py 
has 3 Harepanded TeLLES cages FAL 


gl 'sy shlow hadi ca J it! bag abies a a 


sy eign 


ae) 


nb heal, wd, en hur, toad Rag taahade ena? Sti 
a 58 See E N s 5. * 

the Tarte MART liane e's 

ws Is aly ay tut * j £ "4 [ae daces a oan 
ey aac te by ae atone 4 ved 
At aces ste 


rtd. ‘ eit 
bet pe Ned Ny bane Bea me ake [ os 3 (osha 


bi Gia whip Kua, Hg Maat bos Gea 


Z 


nn 


pie a be ode ; : Gate a, eee 
it an lhe, flog, , PS A pact et a tae. . ~ Aa ay 
. ss an a 


I. ye. OU ‘ 
: de ° ve eee ‘ , t. eo aha 
7 as! fa 4 Ree Lote }. > P cal fo fee _ a : 
y ~ 
i ‘ 
Pe Fy 
- 
— 


Sass ll Repeal tankall Ge tele byl ce all AM ge 


. ‘ef fre a a | 
eelSal aay & vole He git Joy i, 
$. pl ada fe a 2 ey is ° rans SS 


glosure 10. 6 to despubch io. 21 - ciplome.tic ~ 
of Novenber ‘, 19.05 Lron the wiesLcan Legation at 


; at pagudad. 
Nadal Mae a, ee a hs Ae 
al* gMltissrg ad Qh Yuta ctl, te Shay | SQUROU: ALLIS AL“UATATI, 
. ¢ ee te t, petober ol, 19M, 
smash Hey male [useG. ho os (Aa jo. 496 - Pochdud. 
[5 . a ews ee Tem, eee? Pan, aay Kae 
: et Il hate ad Peg UL: ES ae Jb 
p Bilt Nh he ee 
oe « PRANCLATION « 
Giplimpyls eindipde oe, Pa dide Page bos = an 
ss : FOR RIGHT AND GLOHY Glu? PALUSGII 
Feeerragted cneh Mid ége, ey aggbe D BSL MADE IT3 SACRLVIONG. 


rt 


heeligary. Keeney FEI Ue, ence Od gay Ms 
ie eae : palestine has suffercd from two calamities and 
Pov gpd Von dieg uy Vip See ae ee ee has been tried by two misfortunes; she has been 
ee : ae afflicted with the colonization which the mandate 


Stang anes by5 ° imposed upon lier, and with zionism and all the evil, 
ee et oe destruction and devastation thiut go with it. lor 
spd ILI Nada Gadel ot, (lie.. Adele, several decudes voices huve made thenselves hoarse 
eae - and pens hive been worn out imploring aid, mucnani- 
Beg KE, ates anh) herd ge dey ly mously remedying the misfortunes and expounding tho 
ae eae : - claims of the Arabs. hut eurs were deaf and hearts 
ry seelo: te, Byl & Lae chge!y Sud ay) were like stone or even harder, and wit hed beon 
eee | promised the Arabs during the war overnight became 
ee wal Be, mel, Waste ab iste eben ae asorap of paper without vulue, without veisht and 
a without respect. 

— vhen Palestine rose this time and actually joined 


in the bloody fray she us Lully aware that she was not 
_ strong and that she was jnuourrioiently urned to break 
ere Mae a, the grip of a colonizing; power armed to the teeth, that 
of — she would be covercd with wounds and thet she would 
Wear a purple mantle drippiny, with pure and noble 

blood, But in her recent strugele she wished the 
civilized world to witness the uetion of the arbitrary 
power against o weak nation and to attrect the atten- 
tion of the nations to ler ju:.t cause: a ouuse without 
precedent in history, the c»use of 4 nition which it is 


ae desired to expel from its native land and to replace 

With gangs of adventurers, and rurthermore, they are 
pees ey the soum of the curth. 

ae ae This time also Pulestine trailed her purple rote 


and fuced the tyrannous haughty, disdeinful power. 

Her aged and her youthiul sons, her old jen and wonen, 
Were stricken on the fuele of honor. Her prisons 

Were filled with the leaders :nd thinkers of the country 
and the defender of its honor, und with her illustrious 
8008 Who ruised their volces denouncing the unjust 

poliay and the diaalcretion of the impious “ionists. 

‘hat mistortuses the “ower has brou;ht upon polestine 
tnd how its anger und exempinsy punishment ios afflicted 
hert \ithout any doubt whatsouver Tulestine will 

WMerge from the twiult victorious since she began 

her strug le with the rira conviction that she was 
defendin.: ner traditions, hes .lory nu ner manifest 
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rights and that sho Was behuving, like the netions who 
ayenge their honor, die outside their native lends, 
and disdain any life suave that of glory, power and 


govoroignty 


At all times and places the colonizing power has 
been qoous toned to turn u deaf cer to the orles ond 
lementations of the oppressed nation and to deny its 
right to life and existence. It understands only the 
language of force and sucrifioce. ‘This was shown in 
the deoluration of the High Gonmissioner made to the 
jrabs of Palestine after the recent senguinary events. 
In the telegrams of dey before yesterduy it was seen 

cpitain does not intend to make 


that he announced that & 
the Arabs a minority in Pelestine. Although this 


statement did not sutisly that struggling nation and 

did not shield her from the 4mninent danger, yet it is 

a clear vetraction on the part of the authorities who 
are tightening the yoke on the nook of that srab 

country after having witnessed its resolution, sufrering, 
saorifice and heroism. we are certain that Palestine 
will not be deoeived henoeforth and will not tolerate 
the policy of hypnotism when she secs the peril standing 
at the door and secs expulsion from her native lund 48 

a fundanontal principle of the polioy of the “ionists 
who are supported by the army, ilévy and finanoial 
interests. : 


Although the Ar&bs jay continue for some time as 
the majority, they will lose the country so long as the 
lends are transferred to the jews through the facilities 
and the support extended by the authorities, sO long a8 
theesonomic resources, industry or agriculture, are 
reins in the hands of the “ionists and so long a8 the 
share of the adventurers in tho country's budget and 
government's oare is many fold that of the nutive 
population, bused on the pretension of the colonizing 
power that valid nuturalization may be uoquired in 
the way polish, Nwaanian, Hungerian, German and other 
Jewish immigzrunts acquire Palestinian Nutionality. 


Palestine performed its national duty in derending 
{tself and its honor. ‘the Arabs and the Hoglems of all 
countries rose up to express their sympathy with her and 
strengthen that heroio purt or the Arab futherlend. 
Palestings struyyj;leo is without doubt u Lesson and an 
example to the coloniwings power und to oppressed aountries 
8 Well, that pulestine did wags in the path ar Lory. 
W8 ure ready to usvist wou, 9 beloved and heyvolc 
territory, 
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fo, 243 - Diplomtic. Baghdad, December 28, 19335. 


Subject: Saudi .ratia and the Yomen. 


QQ 8 


sed CONFIDENTIAL 
The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to report the substance of my 
conversation with His Majesty King Ghazi when 1 
presented my new letter of credence to him, as reported 
in my despatch No. 241 of December 27, 1955. 

As I had already been in contact with the young 
King before ami since his elevation to the throne, he 
Tecelved me cordially and we conversed in a friendly 
informal manner - chiefly of sports. However, one 
interesting remark was made by His Majesty which may 


be considered of sufficient importance to note. 
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Apropos of something which was said the King roferred 
to the state of war which seems to be existing, but 

not declared, between Saudi arabia and the Yomen, and 
remarked that in his opinion Ibn: Saud would get the 
yorat of it. In response to my remark that it was my 
understanding that saudi Arabia had better military 
equipment and a larger fighting force than the Yemen, 
His Majesty said that this was not so in respect to 
equipment for the Yemen tad been well supplied by the 
Italiens and that the Yemen would surely win. To one 
who knows the history of the fed betwoon the Saud and 
Hashemite families it is plain to see that His Majesty's 
wish is probably father to his thought. 

Since my audionce with His Majesty, I have had an 
opportunity of injecting the subject of Saudi Arabia 
ani the Yemen in a conversation with my Italian and 
German colleagues. Both of them seem to have received 
informtion from their Logations in Cairo to the ffeot 
that hostilities are not actually taking place and 
that the British Governor of aden is interceding as 
an intermediary to bring about a peaceful settlonent 
of the question in dispute. 

My Italian colleague is quite well informed in 
respect to arabinn politics, particularly of Central 
and Southern .rabia, in fact, he foars that he may be 
st as Charge d'affaires to Jidda. In my many con- 
Versations with him I have frequently been impressed 
by his stron; intimation of italian interests in those 


spheres, In our conversation yesterday he frankly 


admitted 
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admitted that the military equipment of the Yemen was 


Italian. In response to my query as to the probable 


outeome of a conflict between Saudi arabia and the 


Yemen, he gave it as his opinion that, while man for 


mn the Yemenites would prove to be the better fighting 


mon, and were perhaps better equipped - although, he 


said, the Saudi Arabiens were also well equipped by 


the British - nevertheless, after perhaps initial 


successes, the Yemenites would in the long run be 


defeated, 
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Copy to: 


Ameri oan 
Ameri can 
Anori can 
American 


Resy octfully yours, 


7. Knabenshue. 


Embassy, London. 
Legation, Cairo. 
Embassy, Rome. 
Consulate , Aden 
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